Alpha-Omega Bible Study: The New Testament
Session 1: The Gospels
Lesson 4: The Gospel of Luke

READ

A. Review the list of theological themes and doctrines covered in Alpha-Omega.

B. Choose one of the following two reading plans. For either, look for recurring
themes and perhaps mark them in your Bible.

1. Read all of Luke

2. Read only the following sections from Luke:
1:1-3:22

4:14-30

10:1-42

12:1-34

15:1 - 16:31

22:66 — 24:53

REACT

A. Use the space below to write down key observations or questions that arose
as you read the text. Note here the themes or doctrines you found in the
passages.
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B. Questions:

1. Following an introduction, Luke interweaves the advents of both John the Baptist and
Jesus (Ch. 1-3). What are the parallels and similarities between John and Jesus? How
are their unique identities and roles revealed?

2. Luke alone captures Jesus’ announcement of his mission and his fulfillment of the
prophecy of Isaiah 61 (Luke 4:14-21). According to these verses, what specific tasks
did Jesus come to accomplish? How did Jesus fulfill them then? How does he fulfill
them now? If the church is to carry on Jesus’ ministry, how is Marine View doing in

fulfilling these priorities?
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3. Although they were on the fringes of first-century society, women are in the middle
of Luke’s gospel. Luke mentions thirteen women who are not mentioned elsewhere in
the gospels (including two who formed the subject of parables), and women are often
paired with men in the narrative. Women also play significant roles in both the birth
and resurrection of Jesus. Review Luke 8:1-3; 10:38-42; and 23:55-24:10. What do
these passages reveal about Jesus’ view of women? In what ways does this inform
your understanding of women’s place before Jesus and their role in the Church?

4. Many of the parables recorded only in Luke relate to issues surrounding money and
wealth, and Luke shows Jesus giving special attention to the poor in his ministry.
Review Luke 12:13-34. What does Jesus urge his followers to do and not do? How
would your life be different if you lived the way Jesus sets out in theses passages?
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5. Luke records nine specific occasions when Jesus prayed, only two of which may be
found in the other gospels. Review the following: Luke 3:21; 5:15-16; 6:12; 9:18;
9:29; 10:17-21; 11:1; 22:39-44; and 23:34, 46. What commonalities can you find
regarding when, where, and how Jesus prayed? How can this instruct you in your
own approach to prayer?

6. References to joyfulness, laughter, and celebration are common in Luke (e.g., 1:14;
6:23; 10:21). In the three parables about finding something lost in Luke 15, who is
joyful and why? How do these stories help you understand the way God views you?
How can these parables affect your relationships with people who have strayed from

God?

REMEMBER

Commit the following verse to memory:

Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
- Luke 15:7 (NRSV)
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