Alpha-Omega Bible Study: The New Testament
Session 2: Acts, the Epistles, & the Apocalypse
Lesson 8: Radical Forgiveness and Freedom

READ

A. Review the list of theological themes and doctrines covered in Alpha-Omega.

B. Choose one of the following two reading plans. For either, look for recurring
themes and perhaps mark them in your Bible.

1. Read Acts 21:17 — 28:30 and the entire Book of Philemon
2. Read only the Book of Philemon:

REACT

A. Use the space below to write down key observations or questions that arose
as you read the text. Note here the themes or doctrines you found in the
passages.
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B. Questions:

1. a. What qualities in Philemon does Paul praise (v. 4-7)?

b. Which of the qualities in Philemon do you wish to develop further in your life?
What is one practical thing you can do to work toward that goal?

2. a. Aslave who ran away had committed a severe crime punishable by death in the
first century. What impact would Onesimus’ return have upon Philemon’s household?

b. What impact would Onesimus’ return have upon Onesimus himself?

3. As Paul did with Philemon and Onesimus, with whom might you act as an agent of
reconciliation? How might you do this with God’s help?
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